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stupidity, called a fat one; and at this day, a neighbouring nation, not less eminent than the Boeotians for the sedateness and tranquillity of their genius, are likewise distinguished by the weight and circumference of their bodies.
After these instances, it would not only be uncan-did, but indecent, to suppose that any sovereign would desire to clog and encumber, by a load of flesh, those faculties upon whose clearness and quickness the welfare of his subjects, and his own glory, so much depend ; besides that even bodily agility is highly necessary for a prince. A light, clever, active monarch can with more frequency and celerity visit his remotest dominions, where his presence may often be required. His military operations, too, may receive great lustre and advantage from the agility of his person, not to mention what a fatal hindrance a prominent abdomen would prove to his Royal exercitations ....
Having thus proved that this custom must originally have been only emblematical, and never meant literally as an annual register, or rather bill of fare, of the real pounds of flesh his Indian Majesty may get or lose in the course of a year, let us examine a little whether this custom may not deserve, in future times, adoption here, and be advantageously introduced into our constitution.
Methinks even our constitution itself points out to us this very method of preserving it. The three constituent parts of the supreme legislative power form a kind of a political trilanx, to each scale of which a due sort and proportion of weight is wisely allotted, that they may all hang even, and yet, with all submission to a Eight Eeverend prelate, independent of